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regard to the patrimony, and in 593 had forwarded to Eome a sum of money amounting to 400 Gallic solidi. Gregory wrote him a letter of acknowledgment, and sent him as a present a cross containing some particles of the chains of St. Peter and of St. Lawrence's gridiron.1 Shortly afterwards Dinamius was removed from his government by King Childebert; but the new Patrician, Arigius, consented to manage the Papal estates until a rector should arrive from Eome.2 This was Candidus the presbyter, whom, in 595, Gregory directed to spend the revenues of the Gallican Patrimony in buying clothing for the poor, and English slave-boys, seventeen or eighteen years of age, who were to be sent to Eome and placed in monasteries. A presbyter was to accompany them on their journey to Italy, to baptize any who should fall sick and be likely to die on the way.3
In the year 595 Gregory was given an opportunity of drawing into closer touch with the Church in Gaul. Childebert, now king of Austrasia, Burgundy, and Aquitaine, and lord of all the southern bishops, desired Virgilius, the bishop of Aries, to apply to the Pope for the pallium and the Apostolic Vicariate in Gaul, and even wrote himself to Eome in support of the petition. Gregory was by no means loth to grant the favour. He realized that, by the appointment of a Vicar, his connexion with the Gallican Church would be greatly strengthened, and that he would be able to exercise a much more definite authority than had hitherto been possible. Also he
1  Epp. Hi. 33.    The Gallican Patrimony was situated in the districts of Marseilles and Aries.   Apparently Dinamius only managed the patrimony at Marseilles; that near Aries was committed to the bishop of that city (ibid. vi. 51).   Hartmann thinks, however, thab Dinamius succeeded Licerius of Aries as governor of the entire Gallican Patrimony.   His conduct as rector compares favourably with that of the bishop, who kept the rents himself (ibid. vi. 51, 53).
2  Ibid. v. 31.
3  Ibid. vi. 10:  " Volumus ut dilectio tua ex solidis quos acceperit vesti-menta pauperum vel pueros Anglos, qui sint ab annis decem et septem vel decem et octo, ut in monasteriis dati Deo proficiant, comparet, quatenus solidi Galliarum, qui in terra nostra expendi non possunt, apud locum proprium utilius expendantur."    The Gallic solidus was inferior in value to the Boman solidus, as is proved by the edict of Majorian: "Nullus solidum integri ponderis calumniosae approbationis obtentu recuset exactor, excepto eo Gallico, cuius aurum mmore aestimatione taxatur."   (See the references given by Ewald on JSTjpp. iii. 33.)    Gregory wished to avoid loss, by spending the rents in the country.